
Cabrillo School for
Social Justice

“Empowering students with a sense of purpose
and responsibility in society”



What is ÒSocial JusticeÓ?

• A philosophical definition of justice,
that is, giving individuals or groups
their due within society as a whole

• - A concept explored by Plato,
Aristotle, Machiavelli, Descartes,
Father Charles Coughlin, parallels
Confucianism



The Mission of  C.S.S.J.

• Provide students with the
opportunity to explore social
issues, law and government,
human relations, leadership and
culture as they relate to the
functioning of a viable democracy.



What makes this SLC unique:
• Active participation in the democratic process

• Attendance at NCCJ’s  Building Bridges Camp in 9th

grade

• Twice yearly field trips, including:
– Museum of Tolerance
– National Center for the Preservation of Democracy
– Japanese American National Museum
– California African-American History Museum
– National Chavez Center
– Senior Trip to Washington D.C.



What makes this SLC unique:

• Completion of 200 service learning hours
aligned with curriculum to receive graduation
medallion.

• Senior Portfolio project consisting of
experiences and reflections in social justice.

• Content Clusters allow for student autonomy.



***Clusters***

• In addition to graduation and
A-G requirements

• Similar to college major
requirements, students will
focus on clusters of their
choosing



Cultural Studies:

• Latino Studies
• Black Studies
• Asian Studies
• Women’s Studies (course to be developed

first here!!)
• Religious Studies (also to be piloted at

Cabrillo!!)



Law

• Philosophy
• Criminal Law
• Forensic Science
• Law Enforcement (ROP)
• Ethics (course to be developed)
• Sociology
• Psychology



Media and Communication

• Journalism
• Bible as Literature
• Film Analysis
• Advanced Debate (course to be developed)
• Women and Men in Literature



AP Courses
• U.S. History
• Government
• Psychology
• Environmental Science
• English Literature
• English Language
• Spanish Language
• Spanish Literature



Participation

• Academic Decathlon
• Mock Trial (course to be developed)
• Model Congress (course to be developed)
• Careers with Children (ROP)
• Clerical/ Office Staff (ROP)
• School to Career Internship (ROP)
• Work Experience (ROP)



Social Justice teachersÉ

• are committed to social issues
• are willing to collaborate through an

interdisciplinary approach
• bring a personal perspective of social justice

to the classroom
• embrace the opportunity for student

empowerment



Entr y Level Jobs

• Any requiring Civil Service Exam
• Recreation
• Clerical Jobs
• Law Enforcement
• Community Organizing



Skilled Jobs

• Stenographer
• Paralegal
• Law Clerk
• Administrative Assistant
• Instructional Aide
• Child Care
• Substance Abuse Counselor



Professional Jobs
• Journalist
• Teacher
• Lawyer
• Social Worker
• Therapist
• Mediator
• Politician
• Human Resources
• Public Administration
• Management



ÒWe naturally associate
democracy, to be sure, with
f reedom of  action, but freedom
of  action without freed capacity
of  thought behind it is only
chaos.Ó

-John Dewey


